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School attack victim’s famlly,wants justice

CASANDRA THOMPSON-FORBES

he family of Signal Hill
Secondary School stu-
dent Jaden Pereira 'is

to answer key questions
after the Form Five student was
injured. during a school fight last
week, causing him to be rushed to
hospltai in a-critical condition with
a serious head injury.

Pereira was discharged from
the Port-of-Spain General Hos-
pital, where emergency surgery
was performed on his fractured
skull on Tuesday and he returned
to Tobago. The family has since
retained the services of attorney
Martin George and intend to take
legal action if no positive moves
aremade.

Speaking at the press confer-
ence yesterday, George said the
issue of bullying at the nation’s
schools needs to be addressed.

“We want to try to first of all
to get the spotlight.on this whole
issue of bullying, because I think it .
has really gotten out of hand and
it has gotten to the point where
sooner or later we will see some
school child probably being mur-

" calling on the authorities

From left, attorney Martin George, Signai Hill Secondary student Jaden Pereira, his grandmother, Elta Pereira, and
father Shawn, at yesterday's: preSs conferencein Scarborough

since been released without, any-_‘

charges being laid, -

George said he would be. wntmg
the Commuissioner of Police ab
the incident to get an upda
the status of the mvestlgatmn

. “We are saying that it is a.crimi- b
nal offence and we are saying that

this appears akin to an attempted

dered in a school as a result- of murder, because to smash some-

these kinds of activities.

“And we hdve to call upon the
authorities, in this case the Divi-
slon of Education of the Tobago
House of Assembly, the Ministry
of Education, the school principal,
the school supervisors, they have
to do a whole lot more,” George
said. He also said the boys wiwo
were involved in the beating have

body’s skull, whereby .he now
has a piece of his skull missing,
so there are parts of his brain ex-
posed under all the bandages that
are there, to have that situation
where someone swung at you with
a piece of iron with a piece of con-
crete at the end of it and shattered
your skull in that way, it appears
to be nothing else than attempted

murder; ‘regardless of what your

-_mtentxon may have been,” George

said. .
Perelra wxl! have to undergo

ncing headaches,
lIs-and slurred speech.
He also needs constant care from
his relatives and _wall be unable to
attend school.

Reﬂectmg on the incident,
Pereira, whp has maintained he
was_a'victim of school bullies,
said he believes. he was targeted
because he was' from Trinidad
and very popular with the girls
and his schoolmates. He said the
bullying started when he was in
Third Form and he had cause to
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same. thmg to' p
ybody else...
son who does lime. around boys
but all the girlsilime around me
because.of the person 1 am,

“I like to laugh and those stuff
and maybe the boys don't like
that Y he said.

" Both Jaden’s father Shawn and
his grandmeother Ella said his con-
dition has taken a toll;on the en-
tire family and-they would Jeave
no.stone unturped until they get
Jjustice,
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